DOST AND PHILHEALTHAIM TO
MAKE HEALTH BENEFIT PACK-
AGES AND SERVICES MORE
ACCESSIBLE TO PINOYS

29,2024
Ardmhllmm,

Quezon City

Aiming to extend access to a full range of quality
health services to more Filipinos, the Department
of Science and Technology - Philippine Council
for Health Research and Development (DOST-
PCHRD) along with the Philippine Health Insur-
ance Corporation (PhilHealth), showcased three
studies during the Talakayang HeaRT Beat press
conference on 29 May 2024 in Quezon City.

“In advancing health science initiatives, we invest
in building stronger and healthier Filipino commu-
nities. We at the DOST remain dedicated in sup-
porting the research needs of PhilHealth to sustain
the implementation of healthcare policies that are
inclusive and attuned to the needs of our people”
said DOST Secretary Renato U. Solidum, Jr.

The study from the University of the Philippines
Manila led by Dr. Corazon Ngelangel, entitled,
“Protecting Against Financial Catastrophe: Evalu-
ation of the Z Benefits in Providing Financial Risk
Protection and Improving Clinical Outcomes,” rec-
ommended the expansion of the Z Benefit Pack-
age to cover more diseases and improve coverage
during critical periods of the illness, include quality
of life measures in monitoring surveys of patients,
and intensify information dissemination to patients
and healthcare providers.

To streamline reimbursement for inpatient care by
setting fixed payment rates, PhilHealth introduced
the All Case Rates (ACR), a policy initiated in 2013
as a product of the project entitled “All Case Rates
Review and Assessment,” led by Dr. Fernando Gar-
cia of UP Manila. Findings of the study revealed
that the number of PhilHealth beneficiaries among
the indigent members declined and claims from the
informal economy and sponsored beneficiaries con-
tinued to rise, hence the implementation of ACR.
The project team cited that the decline in mem-
bership enrollment, especially among the indigent
population, poses a significant obstacle to achieving
universal coverage objectives. Furthermore, issues
with verifying membership statuses raise additional
concerns about the integrity of the system.
Meanwhile, the project entiled “Development of
a Diagnosis Related Group-System Based Global
Budget Payment Mechanism” led by Dr. Karlo Pare-
des of Alliance for Improving Health Outcomes,
Inc. (AIHO) highlighted the need to shift the pro-
vider payment for inpatient care to a case-based
payment system that categorizes patient cases by

clinical variables, called Diagnosis Related Group
(DRG)-system based Global Budget Payment
(GBP), as PhilHealth’s current ACR reimbursement
system has several shortcomings.

These three (3) projects are products of the ongo-
ing partnership between DOST-PCHRD and Phil-
Health since 2015, called the PhilHealth STUDIES
(Supporting the Thrust for UHC through Data,
Information, and Knowledge-Exchange Systems)
Program, which provides funding for research and
development projects and other related activities
aligned with the PhilHealth Research Agenda.

On behalf of Dr. Edwin M. Orifia, Ms. Wanda Vil-
lar of the PhilHealth Corporation expressed his
appreciation of the collaborative projects between
DOST-PCHRD and PhilHealth saying “Nais ko
pong pasalamatan ang DOST-PCHRD, sa kanilang
pakikipagtulungan para maibigay ang benepisyong
pangkalusugang sapat at de-kalidad para sa lahat”
during his message. /PR

DOST LEADS IN ADVANCING PH-US
COLLABORATION IN SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY

LA IR R

n a significant stride towards advancing bilateral rela-
tions in science and technology, the Philippines and the
United States convened the 1st PH-US Joint Committee
Meeting (JCM) on Science and Technology on April 30,
2024, in Washington, D.C., USA.

The meeting, led by Undersecretary Leah ]. Buendia
from the Philippines’ Department of Science and Tech-
nology (DOST) and Deputy Assistant Secretary Rahima
Kandahari from the US State Department, served as a
platform to identify priority areas for collaboration in
key areas such as OneHealth, biotechnology, biosecurity,
artificial intelligence, energy, environment, and scientif-
ic enhancement.

Undersecretary Buendia highlighted the pivotal role of
the meeting in providing a clear and focused direction
for the next two years. The commitment to collaborate
was evident in the constructive dialogue and shared vi-
sion for fostering innovation and knowledge exchange
between the two nations.

This meeting marked the first bilateral gathering since
the signing and renewal of the PH-US Science and Tech-
nology Agreement in 2019. It symbolizes the enduring
partnership between the Philippines and the United
States, signifying a renewed commitment to deepening
cooperation in science, technology, and innovation.

In attendance were the Executive Directors of the Coun-
cils of the DOST - Philippine Council for Agriculture,
Aquatic and Natural Resources Research and Develop-
ment (PCAARRD), the Philippine Council for Health
Research and Development (PCHRD), the Philippine
Council for Industry, Energy, and Emerging Technol-
ogy Research and Development (PCIEERD), and the
National Research Council of the Philippines (NRCP).
Also present were the Agriculture Counsellor and the
head of the Economic Section of the Philippine Embassy
in Washington, D.C.

Looking ahead, the outcomes of the first PH-US JCM

will lay the groundwork for a resilient partnership char-
acterized by mutual respect and shared goals. /PR

PHILIPPINES JOINS ASEAN-INDIA
WOMEN SCIENTISTS CONCLAVE IN
SINGAPORE
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Singapore - The Philippines made a strong representa-
tion at the ASEAN-India Women Scientists Conclave
held in Singapore from April 24-26, 2024. The three-day
event, organized by the ASEAN Committee on Science,
Technology, and Innovation (COSTI), A*STAR, and the
Government of India, brought together women scientists
and researchers from ASEAN Member States and India
to promote women-to-women connectivity, and engage
more women in science, technology, and innovation
(STD).

The Philippine delegation, led by DOST Undersecretary
Maridon O. Sahagun, the current Chair of the COSTI
Sub-Committee on S&T Infrastructure and Resourc-
es Development (SCIRD), included Dr. Ruby Anne N.
King of the DOST-Philippine Council for Health Re-
search and Development (PCHRD), Dr. Meryl Algodon
of the DOST-Advanced Science and Technology Institute
(ASTI), Dr. Felicidad Christina R. Penafiel of the Uni-
versity of Sto. Tomas (UST), and Ms. Charlene Basig, the
current COSTI National Secretariat-Philippines. They
joined their counterparts from the ASEAN region and In-
dia in engaging in discussions, knowledge exchange, and
the exploration of collaborative opportunities particular-
ly in thematic areas namely, (i) Artificial Intelligence, (ii)
Healthcare, and Sustainability (Energy Solutions).

The Philippine delegation presented the output of their
research works and actively participated in the conclave’s
plenary and breakout sessions, sharing insights on the
current status and challenges faced by women in STEM
fields in the ASEAN region. The event also featured pan-
el discussions and an innovation competition, which
fostered collaborative scientific and innovative activities
among the ASEAN-India women scientists.

“This conclave is a testament to the growing role of wom-
en in shaping the future of science and technology, not
just in the Philippines, but across the ASEAN region and
India ... We are grateful for the opportunity to be part of
this important initiative and look forward to continued
collaboration and exchange” said DOST Undersecretary
Sahagun.

The three-day conclave aimed at strengthening coopera-
tion in science, technology, and innovation, and creating
a networking platform for women scientists to thrive and
contribute to the development of their respective coun-
tries and the region as a whole. The event was graced by
distinguished guests, including COSTI Chair-Singapore
Prof. Andy Hor, Head of Climate Energy and Sustainable
Technology Division at the Department of Science and
Technology in India, Dr. Anita Gupta, key speakers from
Singapore, and the ASEAN Secretariat.

The ASEAN-India Women Scientists Conclave is an ini-
tiative under the COSTI with funding support from the
ASEAN-India Science & Technology Development Fund
(AISTDF) and the respective ASEAN Member States. /
PR
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MANILA - President Fer-
dinand R. Marcos Jr. said
Friday the Philippines will
embrace its role as a trust-
ed partner, credible path-
finder, and committed
peacemaker, as he made
a pitch for the country’s
candidacy to the United
Nations (UN) Security
Council for the 2027-2028
term.

In his speech during the
21st International Institute
for Strategic Studies (IISS)
Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore, Marcos un-
derscored the country’s
strong potentials, given its
“inevitable rise” in global
standing.

“Just as we have done in
the past, we will embrace
our role in this region and
around the world with a
sense of purpose,” he said.
“We will bring our experi-
ence as a trusted partner,
credible pathfinder, and
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committed  peacemak-
er when elected to the
(United) Nations Security
Council for the term of
2027-2028”

The Chief Executive also
shared the countrys de-
termination on all major
global aspects and resil-
iencies to withstand all
daunting challenges and

vulnerabilities ~ towards
achieving its common as-
pirations.

“We are determined to
be a force for the good, a
force for peace, a champi-
on of regional and global
unity, (and) a staunch de-
fender of the rules-based
international order;” he
said.

“Despite daunting chal-
lenges and our increasing
vulnerabilities, we remain
on track to achieve our
goal of a high-income
economy and a prosper-
ous country by the year
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The Rising Tide of Road Rage in the Philippines: A
Call for Comprehensive Solutions

eRoad rage incidents in the
¢ Philippines have become an
o 1ncreasmgly alarming issue,
sreflecting deeper societal
eand systemic problems.
¢In the bustling cities and
ecven in quieter rural areas,
¢ the frequent clashes among
emotorists are symptomatic
eof the broader challenges
o that need urgent attention.
OThe Symptoms of a Larger
o Problem
ORoad rage in the Philip-
epines is not merely about
ethe aggressive behaviors
edisplayed on the roads. It
eis a manifestation of the
edaily frustrations faced by
othe populace. Traffic con-
gestlon, inadequate infra-
estructure, and a perceived
slack of law enforcement
«contribute significantly to
’the rising tensions among
«drivers. The country’s rapid
¢urbanization has outpaced
o the development of its road
‘networks, leading to dai-
ely gridlocks that test the
epatience of even the most
ecomposed individuals.
OInfrastructure and Urban
< Planning Deficiencies
OOne of the primary cul-
eprits behind road rage is
ethe inadequate and often
epoorly maintained road
einfrastructure. Metro Ma-
enila, the nation’s capital,
econsistently ranks among
+the worst cities globally for
etraffic congestion. The lack
¢ of efficient public transpor-
station systems exacerbates
¢the problem, forcing more
epeople to rely on private
svehicles and creating a vi-
ecious cycle of increasing
straffic woes and growing
sfrustration.
¢Enforcement and Legal
o Framework
eThe enforcement of traffic
slaws is another critical area
eneeding reform. There is a

pervasive perception that
traffic rules are either in-
consistently applied or easily
circumvented through brib-
ery. This lack of stringent
enforcement not only em-
boldens aggressive drivers
but also diminishes respect
for the law, creating an en-
vironment where road rage
can thrive unchecked.

The Human Cost

The consequences of road
rage are severe, leading to
physical altercations, psy-
chological stress, and, in
the worst cases, fatalities.
High-profile incidents fre-
quently make headlines,
showcasing the extreme vi-
olence that can erupt from
seemingly minor provoca-
tions. These incidents often
result in legal battles and
long-term trauma for those
involved, illustrating the dire
need for immediate action.
Comprehensive Solutions: A
Multi-Pronged Approach
Addressing road rage re-
quires a multifaceted strat-
egy that includes improving
infrastructure,  enhancing
law enforcement, and pro-
moting behavioral change
among motorists.
Infrastructure Development:
The government must pri-
oritize the expansion and
maintenance of road net-
works and invest in modern
public transportation sys-
tems. Projects like addition-
al MRT lines, efficient bus
systems, and well-designed
roadways can significantly
reduce congestion and the
stress it causes.

Strict Law Enforcement:
Strengthening traffic law
enforcement is crucial. This
involves not only increas-
irﬁg1 the presence of traffic
officers but also ensuring
they operate with integrity.
Implementing  technolo-

gy-driven solutions like
traffic cameras and auto-
mated ticketing systems
can help in maintaining
law and order on the roads.
Public Awareness Cam-
paigns: There needs to be
a concerted effort to edu-
cate the public about the ¢
dangers of road rage and e
the importance of road et-
iquette. Campaigns can fo-
cus on promoting patience,
empathy, and understand-
ing among drivers, which
are essential for reducing
aggressive behaviors.

Psychological Support and §
Interventions: Offermg o
psychological support for ¢
drivers, especially those o
who have been involved ®
in road rage incidents, can
help address the underly-
ing stress and anger issues.
Providing avenues for an-
ger management and stress
relief can mitigate the trig-
gers of road rage.

Conclusion

The rising tide of road
rage in the Philippines is
a pressing issue that de-
mands comprehensive
solutions. By addressing .
the root causes—ranging §
from inadequate infra- e
structure and poor law ¢
enforcement to societal o
stressors—there is hope for ¢
creating a safer and more o
harmonious driving envi-
ronment. It is a collective
responsibility that involves
the government, law en-
forcement, and the public ®
to work together towards a o
common goal: the roads of ¢
the Philippines should be a g
place of safety and civility, ®
not a battleground of frus-
tration and aggression.
-ANG KABITENYA
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2040, a place where Fili-
pinos live strongly-rooted,
comfortable, and secure
lives”

Recognizing the Indo-Pa-
cific’s promising capaci-
ties of becoming the fast-
est-growing economic
hub and largest contribu-
tor to global growth, Mar-
cos said he would make
such capacities alive and
attainable.

“The Indo-Pacific holds

much promise as the fast-
est-growing economic
hub and the largest con-
tributor to global growth.
That (promise) must be
kept alive. Furthermore,
that promise must be ful-
filled,” he said.

He urged leaders in the
region not to be distracted
by the geopolitical situa-
tion in performing their
duty as civil servants,
public intellectuals, and
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statesmen towards stabili-
ty, security, and peace.

“Geopolitics must not
distract us from our fun-
damental duty as civil
servants, as public intel-
lectuals, as statesmen: To
deliver for our peoples,
and to safeguard the fu-
ture for the coming gen-
erations. This is the reason
why we strive for stabil-
ity, for security, and for
peace,” he said. (PNA)

NEW...

MANILA - Leaders of
the House of Represen-
tatives on Thursday said
the new nationwide sur-
vey indicating majority
support for amending
the 1987 Constitution
should prompt the Sen-
ate to pass the proposed
amendments to its re-
strictive economic pro-
visions.

Senior Deputy Speak-
er and Pampanga Rep.
Aurelio Gonzales Jr. said
the new Senate leader-
ship should “listen to
the people’s voice’, citing
a recent poll conducted
by big data research firm
Tangere from May 21
to 25, which found that
57 percent of Filipinos
supported the proposed
amendments to the 1987
Constitution’s economic
provisions.

“New Senate President
Francis Escudero should
do what his predecessor
failed to do, and they
should do it as soon as
possible,” Gonzales said.
The House of Repre-
sentatives passed Res-
olution of Both Houses
(RBH) No. 7, its version
of economic Charter
change, in March this
year.

Meanwhile, its counter-
part version, RBH No.
6, is still pending in the
Senate.

Gonzales said RBH No.
6 “is now in limbo” in
the wake of the recent
leadership shakeup in
the upper chamber.
Gonzales noted that
the public consulta-
tions conducted by the

Senate special commit-
tee on constitutional
amendments have been
disrupted by the res-
ignation of committee
chairman Senator Juan
Edgardo Angara, who
belongs to the bloc of
former Senate President
Juan Miguel Zubiri.

“We don’t know what
will happen to RBH No.
6, since that resolution
is authored by Senators
Zubiri, Angara, and Lo-
ren Legarda, who has
also resigned (from) her
Senate post,” he said.
Majority Leader Man-
uel Jose Dalipe said the
Senate could pass RBH
No. 6 shortly after the
convening of the third
and last regular session
of the 19th Congress in
July.

Dalipe, however, point-
ed out that the “window
of opportunity” for the
Senate to approve the
economic Charter re-
forms is “fast closing’,
considering that law-
makers and the pub-
lic would be in cam-
paign-election ~ mode
once candidates file
their certificates of can-
didacy in October for
the May 2025 elections.
“We wont be able to
accomplish much after
that. That's the reality
of this situation,” Dalipe
added.

For his part, Deputy
Speaker David Suarez
said the Escudero lead-
ership “should pick up
the pieces from the re-
cent Senate ruckus” and
work on the passage of

From Page 1

RBH 6 “as early as pos-
sible”

“So far, new Senate Pres-
ident Escudero has spo-
ken on a lot of things,
except the proposed
economic constitutional
amendments,” he said.
The Tangere survey
found that six to seven in
10 respondents believed
in the advantages of the
amendment proposals,
including the creation of
more jobs (72 percent),
higher economic growth
(68 percent), increase in
salaries and work ben-
efits (67 percent), and
decrease in the prices of
goods and services (63
percent).

The survey had 1,500
mobile-based  respon-
dents.

Tangere, owned by Ac-
quisitions Apps, Inc. is
a full-service market re-
search firm that started
as an opinion poll sur-
vey before the Covid-19
pandemic, according to
its website. It leverages
mobile application tech-
nology, social media en-
gagement, and big data
analytics. (PNA)
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The medical and dental mission that continual-
ly promotes health and wellness was once again
brought by the Provincial Government of Cavite, in
Brgy. Asis I, Mendez, Cavite on May 28, 2024.
Volunteer medical professionals from the Office of
the Provincial Health Officer interacted with 355
patients for much needed medical consultations,
while 52 patients sought dental check-up with free
tooth extraction. Aside from these, X-ray and ECG
examinations were offered, to which 44 residents
benefitted - 20 in X-ray and 24 in ECG.

Likewise, the Office of the Provincial Governor pro-
vided free medicines, vitamins and insect repellent
lotions to ease the financial burden of the people,
particularly the underprivileged.

The health outreach program remains constant in
ensuring healthy Cavitefios and sustaining healthy
status of the province. /CPIO

Month of the Ocean 2024
Coastal Clean-UP

In celebration of the Month of the Ocean 2024, a
coastal clean-up was organized on May 23, 2024, at
Bilaran San Rafael IV, Noveleta, Cavite. The Cavite
provincial government, through the initiative of the
Office of the Provincial Agriculturist (OPA) and
supported by volunteers from municipalities across
Cavite, aimed to preserve our coastal areas. The
event began with volunteer registration, ensuring
each participant received gloves and tools necessary
for effective waste collection. To sustain their energy
throughout the day, volunteers were also provided
with food and drinks.

The opening ceremony was graced by Assistant Pro-

vincial Agriculturist, Ms. Ana Pamela Nova, who
welcomed and thanked everyone who participated
in the event. In addition, Agricultural Technologist,
Ms. Ma. Nora Costelo, led the opening prayer, re-
minding everyone to take care while participating
in the event and acknowledging the presence of each
government official and volunteer.

Also present at the event were Hon. Emelito S. Lon-
toc, Hon. Leah Olidan-Balen, and other govern-
ment officials from municipalities across Cavite.
Their participation highlighted the local govern-
ment’s support for environmental initiatives and en-
couraged everyone to work together to care for our
natural resources.

Ms. Nova expressed gratitude to Governor Jonvic
Remulla and OIC-Provincial Agriculturist, Rodel
Vincent Bae. She conveyed sincere appreciation on
behalf of the Provincial Agriculturists to all partic-
ipants of the coastal clean-up activity. She also ex-
tended thanks to the municipality of Noveleta for
accepting the event. /CPIO

PGC continues to serve the
people of Tanza

TAPAT SA BAYAN. TAPAT SA USAPAN.

On May 23, 2024, another health outreach program was
rendered through the joint efforts of the Office of the
Provincial Governor and Office of the Provincial Health
Officer in Brgy. Amaya, Tanza, Cavite, catering a total
of 368 beneficiaries in medical services and 50 in dental
checkups with tooth extraction. Subsequently, free med-
icines, vitamin supplements and insect repellent lotions
were provided to complement the basic medical needs
of the people.

This initiative of the provincial government continues
to connect with the Cavitefios, particularly those in the
marginalized sector.
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Orientation on New Assesment
Tool for Child Development
Centers

TAPAT SA BAYAN. TAPAT SA USAPAN.

Child development workers and teachers from across
the province gathered at the Ceremonial Hall of the Pro-
vincial Capitol in Trece Martires City for an orientation
on the new assessment tool for registration and granting
permits to public and private child development centers
and learning centers spearheaded by the Office of the
Provincial Social Welfare Development Officer on May
23-24,2024.

The two-day event aimed to equip participants with
essential knowledge and skills to enhance the quality
of early childhood education in the province. The pro-
gram commenced with a warm welcome and opening
remarks, setting the stage for an engaging and informa-
tive session.

Ms. Melody Ronquillo, Regional ACDEV Secretary,
kicked off the first day with a comprehensive discussion
on the Competency Standards for Child Development
Workers and Child Development Teachers. She empha-
sized the importance of adhering to these standards to
ensure the delivery of high-quality education and care
for young children.

Following Ms. Ronquillo’s session, Ms. Perla Reyes, Na-
tional CDW President took the floor to delve into De-
velopmentally Appropriate Practice. Her presentation
focused on the principles and practices that support
the optimal development and learning of young chil-
dren, stressing the need for educators to be attuned to
the developmental stages and individual needs of their
students.

The second day of the orientation continued with an in-
sightful session led by Ms. Precyl Ramos, OIC-OPSW-
DO. She provided an Overview on the National Early
Learning Curriculum and the National Early Learning
Framework, highlighting the curriculum’s goals, struc-
ture, and implementation strategies. Her session aimed
to align the educators’ teaching practices with national
standards and expectations.

In the latter part of the day, Mr. Aries Panganiban, PEC-
CD Focal Person, presented the New Standards and
Guidelines, along with the Guidelines on the Registra-
tion and Granting of Permit and Recognition to Public
and Private Child Development Centers and Learning
Centers. His detailed discussion outlined the procedures,
requirements, and criteria for registration and recogni-
tion, ensuring that all attendees were well-informed and
prepared to comply with the new regulations.

The orientation concluded with an open forum where
participants had the opportunity to ask questions and
seek clarifications from the speakers. The interactive ses-
sion allowed for the exchange of ideas and best practices,
fostering a collaborative spirit among the child develop-
ment workers and teachers.

The activity marks a significant step forward in the prov-
ince’s commitment to providing high-quality early child-
hood education. By equipping educators with the neces-
sary tools and knowledge, the Provincial Government of
Cavite ensures that its youngest citizens receive the best
possible start in life.
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2024 GLOBAL YOUTH SUMMIT IN
SM MALLS NATIONWIDE HIGH-
LIGHTING THE 17 UN SDGS

2024 Global Youth Summit in SM malls nationwide highlighting
the 17 UN SDGs

The Global Youth Summit, held annually by SM Cares
and Global Peace Foundation (GPF) to inspire the youth
to become catalysts for change, is set to return this year
with its biggest iteration yet, as it will be hosted in 17 dif-
ferent locations across the country with its kick-off event
to be held in SM City lloilo Southpoint in lloilo City on
May 25, 2024.

Elevating the excitement of this inaugural event, the
GYS will feature a captivating performance by P-POP
boy group Alamat, promising to set the stage for an un-
forgettable start to the summit’s proceedings.

The GYS is an annual event that provides the youth with

an avenue where they can share their ideas and work

together to create long-term and sustainable solutions

to the most pressing problems and challenges affecting
them today.
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This year, SM Cares and GPF will be holding
the GYS in 17 key locations nationwide, with
each location representing each of the Unit-
ed Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals.
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Every year, thousands of students and youth lead-
ers from all over the country and even from overseas
join the GYS to be part of numerous activities, semi-
nars, and workshops designed to educate and em-
power them, explores a wide range of topics includ-
ing technology, sustainable development, health,
education, economic growth, and public policy.

D e

surermAaLLs CARES

To ensure that each event offers the best experience

for the attendees, GYS invites experts and key opinion

leaders from the private and public sectors and the aca-

deme, sharing their knowledge to inspire the youth into
action.

The GYS is one of SM Cares’ numerous Programs
on Children and Youth, supporting all 17 UN SDGs.
Others include The Book Nook, a free library and
community hub where parents and children can
bond over books, workshops and activities; and
supporting UNICEF’s Programs for Education of
Children.

Aside from its Programs on Children and Youth, SM
Cares also has programs on the environment, wom-
en and breastfeeding mothers, senior citizens, and
persons with disabilities.

SM FOUNDATION WINS GOLD,
BRONZE AT ASIA-PACIFIC STEVIE
AWARDS

Championing development communications and
social good. SM Foundation Executive Director
Debbie Sy (center), Trustee Engr. Ramon Gil Maca-
pagal (left), Senior Assistant Vice President Victor
Chan (right) and the rest of the SMFI Communica-
tions team, with the 2024 Gold and Bronze Stevie
Awards.

The SM Foundation, the social good arm of the SM
Group, was honored with two prestigious awards
at the 11th annual Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards.

The foundation received the Gold Stevie Award for
Innovation in Corporate Social Responsibility Vid-
eos and the Bronze Stevie Award for Innovation in
Community Relations/Public Service Communica-
tions.

“Winning these prestigious Stevie Awards holds
immense significance for us. It stands as a testa-
ment to the hard work and dedication of our team
and the profound impact of our initiatives,” SM
Foundation trustee Engr. Ramon Gil Macapagal
said.
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“These accolades validate our efforts in fostering
resilience, hope, and sustainable development
within our communities, reinforcing our commit-
ment to spreading social good. They inspire us to
continue driving positive change with even greater
passion and dedication,” Macapagal added.

The Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards are widely regard-
ed as the premier business awards competition in
the region, honoring innovation in every aspect of
work life, from corporate communications to pub-
lic relations, human resources, management, and
technology. The 2024 competition received more
than 1,000 nominations from organizations across
25 nations and territories.

Engr. Macapagal (right) delivers an acceptance
speech at the 11th annual Asia-Pacific Stevie
Awards with Chan (left).

For over four decades, the SM Foundation has
supported over 5,500 college scholars and con-
structed 108 school buildings. Through its health
and medical programs, the foundation has reha-
bilitated 2,004 health centers and served over 1.2
million patients in its medical missions. It has also
trained over 30,300 farmers through its farmer’s
training program. The foundation has also distrib-
uted over 800,000 kalinga packs to disaster-hit
communities in the country.

11th annual Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards bestow
to SM Foundation the prestigious Gold Ste-
vie Award for Innovation in Corporate Social
Responsibility Videos and the Bronze Stevie
Award for Innovation in Community Relations/
Public Service Communications.
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SG...

MANILA - Singapore
President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam is ex-
pecting “warmer” diplo-
matic relations between
Singapore and the Phil-
ippines under the ad-
ministration of President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
Shanmugaratnam made
the remark during his
bilateral meeting with
President Marcos on Fri-
day at The Istana in Sin-
gapore.

“Were seeing opportu-
nity to take forward our
relationship... but it’s a
warm relationship that’s
getting warmer under
your leadership,” the Sin-
gapore President said.
He also cited the
strengthened economic
relationship between the
two countries, including
efforts to attract inves-
tors in various sectors.
Shanmugaratnam  said
he is looking forward
to entering into various
agreements with the
Philippines and other re-
lated concerns.
President Marcos, for his
part, extended his grat-

itude to the Singapore
government for their
warm welcome to the
Philippine delegation.
Marcos stressed the im-
portance of maintaining
a vibrant relationship be-
tween the two countries.
“I'm glad that we had an
opportunity to call on
you... it is really import-
ant that we continue...
as you say, (the) warmer
relationship between our
countries... and the call
of the time is for us to be
strengthened  relation-
ship,” Marcos said.
Marcos noted the signif-
icant exchanges between
the Philippines and Sin-
gapore particularly on
people-to-people, as
well as efforts to address
climate change, and the
governments bid to the
Loss and Damage Fund
Board.

“I am very happy to con-
tinue that relationship,”
President Marcos added.
President Shanmugarat-
nam expressed his inten-
tion to visit the Philip-
pines this year.

Adapting to changing
world

President Marcos also
met with the city-state’s
new Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong, as the
two leaders agreed to ex-
plore new partnerships
to adapt to the changing
world.

Although the two coun-
tries already collaborate
in many areas, Marcos
said he looks forward to
continuing such strong
ties with the Southeast
Asian neighbor.

“I look forward to con-
tinuing [the relation-
ship]. I'm confident...
although there’s already
a [great deal] that we're
doing in many areas,
President Marcos told
Wong.

“We have really laid
down for the last [five]
years [the] formal and
official relationship but
as in all other ASEAN
member — for Asian
countries in general and
I think that is why [it’s]
easy for us to work to-
gether to make partner-
ship,” Marcos added.
Marcos recognized Sin-
gapore as one of the top
sources of foreign direct

investments (FDI) in the
Philippines.

He was glad that the Sin-
gapore leader mentioned
that New Clark City,
which is a part of the
Luzon corridor, is gain-
ing recognition among
investors, noting that the
Philippine government
intends to develop the
area as an industrial cen-
ter with all the different
facilities such manufac-
turing, semiconductor
assembly,  businesses,
and green minerals pro-
cessing, in which Singa-
porean investors could
participate.

President Marcos point-
ed out that there is great
potential in the two
countries’ tourism in-
dustries, which could
further be boosted by
much-improved infra-
structure and enhanced
air linkages.

For his part, Wong said
there is a “strong positive
momentum” in the rela-
tionship between the two
countries.

“So, many different proj-
ects are taking place,
including in New Clark

City and others, and
I'm sure there are inter-
ests amongst investors
and businesses to invest
in your country, Wong
said.

Wong also mentioned
the good people-to-peo-
ple exchanges, with over
200,000 Filipinos work-
ing and staying in Singa-
pore.

Wong made a commit-
ment to protect and
ensure the health and
well-being of the Filipi-
no workers, recognizing
their contributions to the
Singapore economy.
Wong, 51, assumed office
last May 15, marking the
third handover of lead-
ership in the country’s
59-year history. He re-
placed Lee Hsien Loong,
who led the country for
20 years.

President Marcos will
make a historic address
on Friday night at the
opening of the 21st edi-
tion of the International
Institute for Strategic
Studies (IISS) Shangri-La
Dialogue, Asias premier
defense forum.
Diplomatic relations be-
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tween the Philippines
and Singapore span 55
years after the two na-
tions formally estab-
lished ties on May 16,
1969.

According to the Presi-
dential Communications
Office (PCO), Singapore
was the Philippines’ 8th
largest trading partner,
6th export market (out
of 205), and 7th import
supplier (out of 221) in
2023.

In the same period, ex-
ports and imports were
valued at USD3.53 bil-
lion and USD7.09 bil-
lion, respectively.

The Philippines record-
ed a trade deficit of
USD3.57 billion.

On the other hand, Sin-
gapore was the coun-
try’s largest source of
approved  investments,
posting USD1.628 billion
in 2021, and USD2.398
billion in 2022.

Based on preliminary
figures in 2023, Singa-
pore ranked as the fourth
source of approved in-
vestments  amounting
to USD674.40 million.
(PNA)

SUSPECT...

MANILA - Authorities
have arrested the suspect
in the shooting of an el-
derly family driver in a
road rage incident along
the Epifanio de los San-
tos Avenue (EDSA) in
Makati City.
Department of the Inte-
rior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG) Secretary
Benjamin  Abalos Jr.
identified the suspect as
Gerrard Raymond Yu,
who was arrested in Pa-
sig City at about 7 a.m.
Wednesday.

“The arrested suspect
was positively identified
by the eye witness to the
actual shooting incident.
A follow-up investiga-
tion led to the suspect’s
residence in Riverside
Village, Pasig City. Intel-
ligence operatives imme-
diately proceeded to the
location of the suspect
and effected his arrest,
Abalos said in a press
briefing in Camp Crame,
Quezon City on Wednes-
day.

He said a black Mercedes

Benz with Plate No. DAD
9670 was also found in
the suspect’s residence.
Found inside the vehicle
was Plate No. BCS 77, the
plate number used by the
suspect when the shoot-
ing incident occurred,
along with two Taurus
.40-caliber pistols.
Abalos said the seized
firearms were brought to
the Philippine National
Police (PNP) Forensic
Group for ballistic ex-
amination while the sus-
pect’s paraffin test yield-
ed a positive result for
gunpowder nitrate.

He added that one of the
seized firearms matched
the recovered fired car-
tridge case from the
crime scene based on the
result of the ballistic ex-
amination.

Based on the police re-
port, a Toyota Innova
with Plate No. NCV 542
driven by the victim,
65-year-old Aniceto Ma-
teo, was traveling along
EDSA’s southbound lane
on Tuesday afternoon

when he got into an alter-
cation with Yu, the driver
of the Mercedes Benz,
near the Ayala Tunnel.
Yu allegedly pulled out a
gun and shot Mateo, who
died on the spot.

The suspect sped off to-
wards Makati while the
victim lost control of the
vehicle, hitting several
motorcycles.

Aboard the victims ve-
hicle were Marites Val-
morio, 47, a household
worker, and a minor, who
were both unharmed.
They were on their way
home to Ayala Alabang
in Muntinlupa City.
They immediately alight-
ed the vehicle and sought
help.

Meanwhile, PNP chief
Gen. Rommel Francsi-
co Marbil said he or-
dered the National Cap-
ital Region Police Office
(NCRPO) to solve the
incident within 24 hours.
“Nakita naman talaga
yung plate number but
yung naging challenge
is yung plate number na
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yun hindi na registered
doon sa tao (The plate
number was seen but the
challenge was the plate
number is not registered
to the person). So, what
happened? A backtrack-
ing was made and it was
so difficult but it was lat-
er found in Pasig. That’s
(the) beauty of using
CCTV  (closed-circuit
television) footage and
we commend the exper-
tise of the RD (regional
director Maj. Gen. Jose
Melencio Nartatez) of
NCRPO;” he said.
Nartatez said the suspect
would be charged with
murder.

“As of now, the investi-
gation is continuing but
we are sure that he would
be charged with murder
on that shooting inci-
dent and in some other
cases, if these firearms
had been used in differ-
ent unsolved cases. We
would know as these fire-
arms will be subjected
to ballistics,” he added.
(PNA)

TEODORO...

SINGAPORE - Depart-
ment of National Defense
(DND) Secretary Gilber-
to Teodoro Jr. met sepa-
rately with Shin Won-sik,
Minister of South Korea’s
National Defense; Josep
Borrell Fontelles, High
Representative of the Euro-
pean Union (EU) for For-
eign Affairs; and Singapore
Defense Minister Dr. Ng
Eng Hen on the sidelines
of the International Insti-
tute for Strategic Studies’
21st Shangri-La Dialogue
here on Saturday.

Teodoro told his South Ko-
rean counterpart that the
DND “values the 75 years
of defense and security co-
operation” between Seoul
and Manila, according to
a news release on Sunday.
“We look forward to the fu-
ture of South Korea-Phil-
ippine relations,” Teodoro
said, adding that he’s grate-
ful for South Korea’s sup-
port to the Philippines on
the West Philippine Sea
(WPS) issue.

Shin said South Korea
wants to foster stronger
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and forward-looking de-
fense and security relations
with the Philippines.
Likewise, Teodoro and Ng
vowed further strength-
ening of mutual interests
such as regional security.
“We value your voice in
regional and multilateral
forums,” Ng told Teodoro.
Meanwhile, Teodoro told
Fontelles that the Phil-
ippines needs the EU’
support in multilateral fo-
rums.

In response, Fontelles said
the EU is willing to extend
assistance to the Philip-
pines in areas such as mar-
itime security and cyberse-
curity.

“We have to do more in
this part of the world. Let
us do more than courtesy
visits,” Fontelles said.
Teodoro also met with
Lithuania Minister of Na-
tional Defence Laurynas
Kascitinas, New Zealand
Minister of Defense Judith
Anne Collins and Canada
Minister of National De-

Turn on page 5
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ACROSS

1) Petty quarrel

5) Throw, as mud

10) Tooth point

14) Korea’s continent
15) Tea sweetener

16) Sui of fashion

17) Muslim palace area
open only during the
third

month?

19) Stick around

20) Pale-looking

21) It often follows a noun
22) Irritates

23) Take steps

24) “Lenore” poet

26) Golfer Palmer, to pals
28) Musical group doing
parody songs?

32) Stymie

35) Apollo org.

36) Prefix with “life” or
“wife”

37) Jockey’s handful

38) High peak

39) Fancy party

40) Busts and such

41) Barnyard bundle

43) Comments in paren-
theses

45) Potato in a still-life
painting?

48) “All_ in favor ... ¢
49) According to

50) One walking on foot,
for short

53) Chicago mayor
Emanuel

54) Pitching whizzes

57) Ballerina’s rail

59) Arizona’s_ Fria Na-
tional Monument

60) Look from a mesmer-
ized cinema patron?

62) Mannerly guy

63) Flabbergast

64) Aroma

65) Regarding

66) Comic strip segment
67) Apt word spelled by
the added letters of 17-,
28-, 45- and 60-Across

DOWN

1) Outback Bowl city
2) Sci-fi's Asimov

3) Winning position
4) Almanac tidbit

5) “Zip your lip!”

6) Bakery units

7) Regarding

8) At no time, to poets
9) Duffels carried to
workouts, say

10) Place for high
rollers

11) In need of clip-
ping, as hedges

12) Rattler hazard

13) Ponies up

18) Really keyed up
25) Stable morsel

27) HDTYV brand

28) Bronze-hued

29) Coastal arm

30) Catch a few Zs
31) Uplifting poems
32) Fairway hazard
33) Legacies

34) Unjustified perse-
cution

38) Bristol brew

39) Pine relative

41) One of Grey-
hound’s fleet

42) Guide for a walk-
ing tour

43) “Honest” U.S. prez
44) Croats’ neighbors
46) Part of BLT

47) Expand, as a busi-
ness

50) Madrid museum
51) Typo, for one

52) Name on a tractor
53) Shankar song,
often

55) Very deep sleep
56) “_ Almighty”
(2007 movie)

58) Quark’s place

61) Wriggly fish

CITY OF BACOOR NEWS

A TOKEN OF GRATITUDE:
CHARCOAL PORTRAIT GIFT
FOR MAYOR STRIKE

Bacoor City, June 3, 2024 - In a heartwarming gesture
of appreciation and recognition, Queen of Peace Ville
Urban Association presented a Charcoal Painting of
Mayor Strike B. Revilla created by their President,
Pres. Joel Nato. The Mayor graciously received the gift
during a special visit at the Office of the Mayor.
Alongside Mayor Strike B. Revilla, the participants in
this special event included Pres. Joel Nato and Trea-
surer Regie Lachica from Queen of Peace Vill, Ms.
Ligaya Cas from HUDRD staff, and Sonny Garduque,
a former Barangay Captain of Barangay Salinas 1.
The purpose of this touching gesture was to person-
ally deliver the gift from Queen Of Peace Ville Urban
Association, a Charcoal Painting depicting the like-
ness of Mayor Strike B. Revilla crafted by Pres. Joel
Nato. This act of kindness and support serves as a
symbol of gratitude and admiration towards Mayor
Strike B. Revillas leadership and service to the com-
munity. facebook.com/CityGovtBacoor

2,500 NA RESIDENTE NG BACO-

OR, NAKATANGGAP NG TULONG

PINANSYAL BILANG BAHAGI NG
KADIWA NG PANGULO PROGRAM

Y50 0JNAYRESIDE NTEJNGIBAC OOR
e, ,

Ngayon araw, May 27, 2024 pinangunahan nila May-
or Strike B. Revilla, Vice Mayor Rowena B. Mendiola,
Sangguniang Panlungsod Members ang Turnover ng 35
Rifles-Long Fire Arm sa Bacoor Philippines National
Police (PNP).

Naisip ni Mayor Strike B. Revilla na mas palakasin pa
hanay ng mga ka-Pulisan sa Lungsod ng Bacoor para sa
mas ligtas at mapayapang Lungsod.

Naging saksi naman ang bagong talagang Chief Phil-
ippine National Police na si PGEN. Rommel Francisco
Marbil, kasama sila PBGEN. Paul Kenneth T. Lucas -
Regional Director of Police Regional Office (PRO) Re-
gion IV-A, PLTCOL. John Paulo Carracedo - Bacoor
Pnp Chief.

Nagpasalamat naman ang buong hanay ng Philippine

EDNESDAY
2 HRONICLE

NEWS PUBLISHING SERVICES

National Police (PNP) sa pangunguna ni PGEN. Rom-
mel E Marbil sa suportang ibinibigay ng Pamahalaang
Lungsod ng Bacoor sa Bacoor Philippine National Po-
lice (PNP).

AWARDING AT TURNOVER NG
AMBULANSYA PARA SA BIMP
FEMALE DORM AT BARANGAY
SALINAS 1, PINASINAYAAN NA

: A‘E‘[I@ AMBULIFANSY Al
w8 ' & PARAXS'A\BY MPIE E MATE[D O RMJATT
MEARANG AVASATINASH]

acoor.gov.ph ©® O ® O @citycovtBacoor

Sa huling araw ng Mayo, pinangunahan ni Mayor
Strike B. Revilla ang Awarding at Turnover ng mga
Ambulance para sa BIMP Female Dorm at sa Ba-
rangay Salinas 1.

Nakasama ni Mayor Strike B. Revilla sina Vice
Mayor Rowena B. Mendiola, Councilor Alde Pa-
gulayan, Councilor Alex Gutierrez, LNB Vice Pres.
Kap. Randy Francisco, Jeng Pagdanganan - GSO
Head, Richard Quion - BDRRMO Head, at si Pas-
tor Sam Baldon na siyang nanguna para ipahayag
ang mga salita ng Diyos.

Ang proyektong ito ay patuloy na ginagawa ng
Pamahalaang Lungsod ng Bacoor, sa pangunguna
ni Mayor Strike B. Revilla, para mas maging mal-
awak ang serbisyong ibinibigay ng bawat ahensya
sa lokal na pamahalaan, maging sa Pamahalaang
Barangay sa Lungsod ng Bacoor.

Buong puso naman na tinanggap ni Kap. Nicanor
Espiritu kasama ang kanyang mga kagawad gayun-
din ng pamunuan ng BJMP Female Dorm sa pan-
gunguna ni JCINSP. Joy Anne C. Pascual ang mga
ito.

Last week’s solution:
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TEODORO...

fence Bill Blair on Friday,
froaimed at deepening and
broadening defense and
security cooperation.

President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. delivered the
keynote message at the
opening of Asia’s premier
defense forum on Friday,
the first Philippine presi-
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dent to do so.

Marcos reiterated that the
Philippines is commit-
ted to address the mari-
time dispute in the WPS
through  dialogue and
diplomacy amid China’s
continued aggression.
(PR/PNA)

SINGAPORE - Depart-
ment of National Defense
(DND) Secretary Gilber-
to Teodoro Jr. met sepa-
rately with Shin Won-sik,
Minister of South Korea’s
National Defense; Josep
Borrell Fontelles, High
Representative of the Euro-
pean Union (EU) for For-
eign Affairs; and Singapore
Defense Minister Dr. Ng
Eng Hen on the sidelines
of the International Insti-
tute for Strategic Studies’
21st Shangri-La Dialogue
here on Saturday.

Teodoro told his South Ko-
rean counterpart that the
DND “values the 75 years
of defense and security co-
operation” between Seoul
and Manila, according to
a news release on Sunday.
“We look forward to the fu-
ture of South Korea-Phil-
ippine relations,” Teodoro
said, adding that he’s grate-
ful for South Korea’s sup-
port to the Philippines on
the West Philippine Sea
(WPS) issue.

Shin said South Korea
wants to foster stronger
and forward-looking de-
fense and security relations
with the Philippines.
Likewise, Teodoro and Ng
vowed further strength-
ening of mutual interests
such as regional security.
“We value your voice in
regional and multilateral
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forums,” Ng told Teodoro.
Meanwhile, Teodoro told
Fontelles that the Phil-
ippines needs the EU’
support in multilateral fo-
rums.

In response, Fontelles said
the EU is willing to extend
assistance to the Philip-
pines in areas such as mar-
itime security and cyberse-
curity.

“We have to do more in
this part of the world. Let
us do more than courtesy
visits,” Fontelles said.
Teodoro also met with
Lithuania Minister of Na-
tional Defence Laurynas
Kas¢itinas, New Zealand
Minister of Defense Judith
Anne Collins and Canada
Minister of National De-
fence Bill Blair on Friday,
aimed at deepening and
broadening defense and
security cooperation.
President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. delivered the
keynote message at the
opening of Asia’s premier
defense forum on Friday,
the first Philippine presi-
dent to do so.

Marcos reiterated that the
Philippines is commit-
ted to address the mari-
time dispute in the WPS
through  dialogue and
diplomacy amid China’s
continued aggression. (PR/
PNA)

We are open for dine-in, pick-

up and deliveries every

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
from 4:00PM - 10:00 PM

CAVITE...

MANILA - Ukrainian
President ~ Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has thanked
President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. for the Philip-
pines’ support and recog-
nition of Ukraine’s sover-
eignty as Kyiv continues
to deal with the Russian
invasion.

Zelenskyy conveyed
his gratitude to Marcos
during their meeting at
the Malacafian Palace
in Manila on Monday
morning, particularly for
the Philippines’ role in
the United Nations (UN)
resolution  condemn-
ing Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

“We are very thankful to
be in your country which
supports Ukraine (and)
our territorial integrity
and sovereignty, Zelen-
skyy told Marcos.
“Thank you so much of
your big word, and clear
position about us, about
this Russian occupation
of our territories, and
thank you on your sup-
port on the, in (the Unit-
ed) Nations, with your
resolutions,” he added.
Ever since the war be-
tween Moscow and Kyiv
broke out over two years
ago, Manila has voted in
favor of the six resolu-
tions of the UN Gener-
al Assembly Emergen-
cy Special Session on
Ukraine and has consis-
tently supported Kyiv’s

sovereignty,  indepen-
dence, and territorial in-
tegrity.

The two leaders’ meeting
follows their participa-
tion in the Shangri-La
Dialogue in Singapore,
Asias premier defense
summit.

For his part, Marcos wel-
comed Zelenskyy, who
is visiting Manila for the
first time since being
elected in 2019.

“‘I'm happy and we are
very honored that you
found the time to pass by
the Philippines. 1 know
that the crisis in your
country has occupied all
of your attention and all
of your time. It is a great
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pleasure to meet with
you to discuss some of
the issues that are com-
mon to our two countries
and hopefully find ways
for both of us together,
Marcos said.

“Once again, I wish it
were under better cir-
cumstances, but 'm hap-
py that you are able to
come and visit with us,
Mr. President,” he added.
Marcos said the Philip-
pines would continue to
help Ukraine through
multilateral channels
such as the UN and the
European Union.

“And so, we'll continue to
do all that we can to pro-
mote peace, and to bring
an end to the fighting,” he
said.

Peace Summit in Swit-
zerland

Zelenskyy also thanked
Marcos for the Philip-
pines commitment to
the June 15-16 peace
summit in Switzerland.
“Thank you for your par-
ticipation in the summit,
it sends a strong signal,
the Ukrainian leader told
Marcos.

However, it is unclear
whether Marcos has
commiitted to personally
attend the summit.
Ukraine Embassy in PH
Meanwhile, Zelenskyy
also bared that Ukraine
was eyeing to establish
an embassy in the Phil-
ippines.

“I'm also very happy that
this year were opening
(our) embassy (here) in
Manila,” he said after his
opening message to Mar-
Cos.

Bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries
began in 1992.

Neither country has a
resident ~ ambassador,
with Ukraine being rep-
resented in the Philip-
pines by its non-resident
ambassador in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, while
Manila is represented by
its embassy in Warsaw,
Poland. (PNA)
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EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF
ESTATE OF EMELINDA RAMOS
CAJULIS

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the
late EMELINDA RAMOS CAJULIS, That
the decedent died intestate, without leav-
ing any Last Will or Testement. The dece-
dent left a parcel of land at Brgy. Salitran,
Dasmarinas City, Cavite City with title
No. T-379022, Block 6, Lot 7 with an area
of One Thousand Seventy Three (1,073)
Square Meters more or less-only half of it
is her share as co-owner of HONESTO B.
RAMOS JR., Has been Extra-judicial Set-
tled with adjudicate by their legal heirs and
notarized on May 11, 2024 at California
Los Angeles Country before Notary Pub-
lic, Atty. CATHERINE WYNN , Commis-
ion #2354329 My Comm. Expires April 19,
2025.
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